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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Growing Home: Cultivating Tourism through Education and Economic Development

March 14, 2008---West Virginia State Community and Technical College will host a symposium titled Growing Home: Cultivating Tourism through Education and Economic Development on April 4, 2008 from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Wilson Student Union, room 134, on the West Virginia State Community and Technical College campus at Institute, West Virginia.
Becky Anderson, Founder of HandMade in America, will be the keynote speaker. Ms. Anderson oversees operations and programs that involve 3,000 citizens and 20 regional partnerships at the company headquarters in North Carolina. She also serves as a consultant for cultural and economic development projects related to crafts.  In 1999, US News and World Report named Ms. Anderson one of “America’s Top Twenty Visionaries” for community and civic development work.  

“The tourism symposium is an effort of the Community and Technical College to create awareness of the importance of tourism and how that effort can contribute to economic development in West Virginia,” stated Dr. Kathy D’Antoni, Interim President of West Virginia State Community and Technical College.

First Lady Gayle Manchin will open the symposium. Participants will learn how tourism can not only grow the economy but become effective mechanisms for small business development and initiate new programs through the community and technical colleges.  Display tables at the symposium will provide information from the different sectors in West Virginia that are key players in economic development and education.

Additional speakers include Betty Carver, West Virginia’s Commissioner of Tourism; M.E. Yancosek Gamble, State Director of the Small Business Development Division; Gene Coulson, Executive Director of the Office of Career and Technical Instruction for the WV Department of Education; Rod Stoner, Consultant on Business and Industry and Dr. Kathy D’Antoni, Interim President of West Virginia State Community and Technical College.
Follow-up forums are planned throughout 2008 at Northern Community and Technical College, Southern WV Community and Technical College, and Blue Ridge Community and Technical College. There will be a registration fee of $25.  The event will be free to students that present student identification.

Register on-line at www.wvsctc.edu/ContEd.htm.  You may also call 304-766-5113 or e-mail workshops@wvsctc.edu to register. Members of Charleston Area Alliance receive a five percent discount.  For information on other programs offered by the West Virginia State Community and Technical College, visit the web site at www.wvsctc.edu.

###
WVSCTC does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age.


Office of the President

P.O. Box 1000 – Cole 103 ● Institute, West Virginia 25112 - 1000

(304) 766-3252 ● Fax (304) 766-5720

